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What Certification Means to Me

Your Turn: What 
does Certification 
Mean to You?

Disclaimer

These slides are for informational use only and 
cannot be used for subsequent presentations without 
the explicit permission of CBIC.
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What is CBIC?

Certification Board of Infection Control and  Epidemiology, Inc.
Voluntary, autonomous, multidisciplinary board

Mission: Provid e pathways to demonstrate and maintain 
competence in infection prevention and control.
Vision: A world free of infections through demonstrated 
professional competency.

CBIC Certifications

• Certification in Infection Control (CIC®)
• Certification in Infection Control 

Recertification

CBIC Certifications

• Associate-Infection Prevention and 
Control (a-IPC ) 

• Long Term Care Certification in Infection 
Prevention (LTC-CIP®)
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CBIC Certifications

• New! Coming Soon: Advanced Leadership 
Certification in Infection Prevention and 
Control 

Recertification

Your Turn: 
Why are you 
recertifying?
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CIC® Recertification Overview

CIC® certification is valid for  five years fro m the year o f 
successful exam ination

Recertification takes place every  five years

Recertification can be co mpleted via infection prevention 
units (IPUs) or  examination.

CIC® Recertification Overview

Effective January 1, 2026, the open-bo ok unpro cto red
recerti ficatio n ex amination will no lo ng er be o ffered.

Recertification will  be obtainable thro ug h infection 
prevention units (IPUs) o r by  retaking the ini tial 
CIC® proctored examinatio n.

Recertification 
by IPUs
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What is an IPU?

IPU = Infection Prevention Unit (IPU) = continuing education credits 

Can be achieved through the fo llo wing categories:
• Online, pr int, or  liv e format educatio n 
• Local, national or  international co nferences and worksho ps
• Academic educatio n
• Publications
• Presentations
• Participatio n in professio nal  organizatio n 
• Teaching 
• Research  

*m ust be infectio n prev ention related

Recertification by IPUs

• Candidates m ust submit an IPU po rtfo lio  demo nstrating completion 
of a minim um o f 40 IPUs

• IPUs must be provided by a credible org anizatio n and at least 20/40 
infection prevention units must be spo nsored through an accredited 
organization or state licensing board.

• Candidates can accumulate IPUs any time after their previous 
recerti ficatio n submissio n date throughout their five-year  
recerti ficatio n period

• Candidates m ay access IPU portfo lio  once certi fied and must subm it 
by October 31st of their expiration year.

New! Recertification by IPUs

• To prom ote co ntinuous learning, effective 2 028, candidates must 
demonstrate that a portion of their  IPUs have been attaine d in 
different years o f the 5-year  recertification cycle. 

• Effective 2028, for  m ulti-sessio n Infection Control Co urses that offer  
continuo us education units, an IPU may be awarded for  each 
educational session of 1 ho ur or mo re, to  a max imum of 30 IPUs for 
the c ourse.

• The CBIC Bo ard reco mmends candidates earn at least two IPUs from  
DEI and Health Equity within heal thcare as a part of the minimum  
required 40 IPUs. DEI and Health Equity  should be self -evident in the 
title or learning objectives.
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Recertification by IPUs

• $410 fee required with portfolio submission. 

• Once submitted, average review time is three weeks.

• Two resubmissions  are p ermitted . 

IPU Portfolio

Recertification by IPUs Timeline

Professional 
portfolio 

available once 
certified.

Record 
activities and 

upload 
verification 
documents

Submit 
portfolio by 
October 31st

CBIC reviews 
all portfolios

If successful, 
new five-year 
recertification 
period begins
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Missed deadlines/unsuccessful portfolio

If you do not submit your 
portfolio by the deadline of 
October 31, you must take 
the online recertification 
exam.

The recertification exam 
must be purchased by 
November 30 and 
completed by December 
31

Recertification by IPUs: Helpful Hints

• Submit your IPUs as you earn them!
• Don't wait until October 31s t to submit your portfolio 
• Reach out to staff with questions
• Once your credits  have been approved, you will receive a new 5-

year certification and  can begin submitting IPUs for your next 
portfolio, due in five years. 

CIC® Domains (6/8 required) 

1. Identification of Infectious Disease Processes
2. Surveillance and  Epidemiologic Investigation
3. Preventing/Controlling the Transmission of Infectious Agents
4. Employee/Occupational Health
5. Management and Communication
6. Education and Research 
7. Environment of Care
8. Cleaning, Sterilization, Disinfection, Asep sis
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LTC-CIP® Domains (7/9 required) 

1. Long-Term Care Settings
2. Management and Communication of the Infectio n Preventio n Program
3. Identification of Infectious Diseases
4. Surveillance and Epidemiolo gy
5. Prevention and Co ntrol of Infectious and Comm unicable Diseases
6. Environment of C are
7. Cleaning, Disinfectio n, Sterilizatio n o f Medical Devices and E quipment
8. Antimicrobial Stewardship
9. Employee/Occupational Health

Certified as a CIC® 
and LTC-CIP?
Credits can be 
used in both 
portfolios if the 
IPUs are earned 
within your 5-year 
certification cycle. 

IPUs and Chapter Activities
Does my Chapter activity count towards IPUs?

• Subject matter related to infection 
prevention and control, and falls 
within at least one of the eight domains

• Able to verify chapter member 
attendance or participation by 
providing required documentation

YES!
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Examples of IPU Activities*

• Attendance a t na tional conferences (APIC/IPAC Canada)

• Online, paper or live format educ ation 

o Webinars

o Online educational modules

• Participation in a professional organization 

o Elected posit ion on an APIC or IPAC Canada Chapter 
Board (Treasurer, Secretary, President, President-
Elect)

*All activities must be provided  by or pr esen ted through a credible accredited organization 

Potential Accredited Providers

…and many more!

Example verification form

Official 
organization 
letterhead

Accreditation 
Information
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CEU – IPU Conversion Chart

Duration of 
participation/ins
truction

CEUs CMEs CNEs IPUs

Applica ble Activities:
• Online , paper, or live format 

education
• Attenda nce  at national 

conference IP-related sessions
• Teaching

60 minutes of 
instruction or 1  
"contact hour"

0.1 1 1 1

IPUs Resources

IPUs FA Q page: https://www.cbic.o rg/CBIC/Certification-
FAQs/Recertification.htm# RecertificationIPU

IPUs do wnlo adable Criteria C hart: https://www.cbic.o rg/CBIC/2023 -
Files/2021-IPUs-Cri teria-Chart--V7.pdf

IPUs Portfolio Manual: https://www.cbic.org/CBIC/PDFs/2023-Recertification-
by-Continuing-Education-for-CBIC-Examinations___.pdf

Sam ple IPU Portfol io: https://www.cbic.o rg/CBIC/IPU-Portfolio-
Guide---final.pdf

Recertification 
by Examination
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CIC® Recertification Examination

Staff approves your application and sends 
your details to Prometric – you will receive 
an approval email within 5-7 business days.

The exam must be purchased on or before 
November 30, 2024

Exam must be completed by December 31, 
2024 at 11:59 pm Greenwich Mean Time / 
6:59 pm EST

CIC® Recertification ExaminationCIC® Recertification 
Examination

• Results available immediately after 
submitting the examination

• A candidate that  does not pass the 
recertification examination must take 
and pass the initial CIC® examination to 
maintain certification – recertification 
by IPUs is not an option after an 
unsuccessful attempt on the 
recertification examination

Recertification by Examination Timeline

Examination 
available  for 

purchase 
January 1st of 

recertifying year

Exam must be  
purchased by 

November 30th

Submit Exam by 
December 31st

If candidate fails 
recert exa m, 

they must apply 
for the CIC 

proctored exam

If successful, 
new five-year 
recertification 
period begins
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Recertification Examination: Helpful Hints

• Apply now! 
• Do not wait until December 31 to begin taking your 

exam
• DO NOT ACCESS the examination in Internet Explorer 

or in a remote workplace access 
• Review the CBIC website for technical requirements: 

https://www.cbic.org/CBIC/Recertification.htm

CBIC Resources

• Exam Prep Materials: https://www.cbic.org/CBIC/Exam-

Prep-Resources.htm

• CBIC Webinars: https://www.cbic.org/CBIC/News-and-

Media.htm

• Study Groups: Check with local APIC/IPAC Canada Chapters

Follow us on Social Media!
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Questions?

Contact Information

General Information:
info@cbic.org

202-454-2625

Certification Program Manager, 
Gina Cairo
gcairo@cbic.org


